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• To determine the attitudes of parents whose children attend long day care 
centres by measuring: 

 

 Awareness of the Federal Government's National Quality Agenda  reforms (NQA) – 
Early Childhood Education and Care 

 The relative cost of long day child care 

 Affordability of proposed increased costs  of the NQA reforms 

 Impact of NQA reforms on a parent’s ability to afford long day child care 

 Adequacy of the Child Care Benefit compensation 

 Whether increasing the Child Care Benefit cap will relieve financial stress 

 Impact on vote of increasing the Child Care Benefit 

 How affordability of child care impacts on voter intent 
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 n= 796 online survey across Australia of parents whose 
child/children attend a long day care centre (private or 
community). 

 

 Survey conducted between  13 April and 2 May 2012. 

 

 Variations of +/-1% in reported percentages are due to 
rounding. 

 

 Unless otherwise stated, all charts based on total 
sample of parents with children in long day child care. 
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This survey has found that: 

 

 46% of parents are not aware or are unsure of the Federal 
Government's National Quality Agenda  reforms.   

 68% of respondents stated that they cannot afford the 15% 
increase in childcare fees, as predicated by the Productivity 
Commission’s Early Childhood Development Workforce report 
released in December 2011. 

 91% of parents state that they will vote for the party which makes 
childcare more affordable and accessible for their families.  

 

 



Executive Summary  

CHILDCARE AFFORDABILITY SURVEY                                  
MAY 2012 

5 

The survey found that: 

 

Rising child care costs will force many families to consider: 

 

 reducing the hours their child/children spent at long day child care 
(88%); 

 seeking alternative care arrangements within their own families 
(72%);or  

 reducing other household expenditure (70%). 

• Most alarmingly of all, and showing the stress hard working families 
are under is the fact that a third (34.2%) of parents said they would 
place their children into unregulated childcare arrangements. 
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This survey went on to find that: 

 

The situation is worsened for those families who already find long day 
care 

very expensive and are currently experiencing financial stress. 
  
Among this cohort of parents: 
 
 76% say they would withdraw their child/children altogether from their 

current long day child care centre. 

 More than two thirds (70%) of these parents say they would consider 
delaying having more children if the costs of child care increased 
further. This is twice the number of parents surveyed on the same 
question in 2010. ( 
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The survey found most: 

 

• 46% of parents find the major parent subsidy, the Child Care Benefit, 
inadequate in helping families access afford quality childcare 
programs.  

• 78% of families seek bi-partisan support for increasing the Child 
Care Benefit by 30% particularly for the 0-3 years olds.  

Parents are prepared to change their vote on the issue of 
childcare affordability. 

 

 



2012 2010 

CHILDCARE AFFORDABILITY SURVEY                                  
MAY 2012 

 70% reduce other household 
expenditure  

 88% reduce the hours their 
child/children spent at long day 
child care  

 72% seek alternative care 
arrangements within their own 
families  

 More than two thirds (70%) of 
these parents say they would 
consider delaying having more 
children  

 

 33% reduce other household 

expenditure 

 38% reduce the hours their 

child/children spent at their 

current long day child care centre  

 38% seek alternative care 

arrangements within their own 

families  

 one third (35%) of these parents 

say they would consider delaying 

having more children  
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Comparison to previous surveys 
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Please contact the following State Presidents: 

 
 National, ACT & QLD   Gwynn Bridge 0418 764 779 

 SA   Barbara Langford 0417 874 391 

 NSW   Vicki Skoulogenis 0418 698 275 

 VIC   Lucian Roncon 0419 004 800 

 WA   Lisa Goodwin 1300 062 645 

  

 


